[A REPORT ON THE PRACTICALITIES OF THE JOINT FELLOWSHIP IN PEDIATRIC RHEUMATOLOGY IN ISRAEL].
The field of pediatric rheumatology was only recently recognized in Israel as a sub-specialty. To enable a fellowship program in this field comprising mainly uncommon diseases, the Meir and Shaare Zedek medical centers were authorized to implement a joint fellowship program, in which the trainees split their time between the two medical centers. This article presents the unique experience as a trainee in the joint fellowship program in pediatric rheumatology, while relating to the different characteristics of these centers, patient populations and variable disease exposure. Assessment of the extent of clinical and procedural exposure was achieved by comparing the exposure data of the fellow during the first two years of the joint fellowship to the published data derived from questionnaires answered by 44 fellows in the United States. All requirements for successfully completing the Israeli fellowship program were fulfilled, but also those of the North American and European programs. We have shown that the extent of both clinical and procedural exposure is high in the joint fellowship program. We also show the differences in the variety of diseases seen in both centers. Possible explanations for these observations are provided in this article. The experience of this joint fellowship can set an example for other fellowship programs in medical areas dealing with uncommon diseases.